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Dear parents and carers, 

Our Better Together day on 9th February was a bit different this year. Rather than invite you to 

come to St Edmund’s, we visited some of you at home. Thank you for making us feel so welcome. 

We really value your feedback and are always looking at ways we can improve what we do. We 

will continue to visit some of you this half term. We will also be having some coffee mornings and 

afternoons where we will be asking your opinion about some of the things we do. Finally, we will 

be sending out a questionnaire very soon. Please make sure you fill it in – one lucky winner will 

receive a £50 Next voucher.  

After Easter, the Governors will look at all your feedback and discuss the findings. They will use 

the information to help us to continue to improve. Wherever we can, we will make any changes 

you suggest. 

We are very proud of the staff who have completed their Foundation Degree and are now studying 

for their BA degree. Eight of them undertook their first study week before half term. I spent the 

week covering for some of them in Red Class, which I really enjoyed – although I was exhausted 

by the end of the week!  

I met up with Lindsay during the half term holiday; she is really enjoying retirement and is looking 

relaxed and healthy. She sends her love to everybody. 

Let’s hope spring is just around the corner - I am sure we are 

all looking forward to seeing some sunshine!   

 

 settl 

 

Anne-Marie Merifield, Executive Headteacher 

 

 



Parental Involvement News – Amanda Jordan 

As usual there are lots of activities for families going on at St Edmund’s throughout the 

term that you are welcome to join in with – story time on Mondays 8.45 to 9.15am and 

Thursdays 12.45 to 1.15pm and singing sessions on Wednesdays at 8.45am and 

12.30pm. Please come and join in!  

Stop Press! Level 1 Certificate in Childcare (30 week course) 

Starts Thursday 1st March 9.00 – 11.30. Free crèche available. Please speak to Amanda ASAP for 

more details.  

Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd March: World Book Day  

Dress up as a favourite character from a book on Thursday 1st March! We will also be 

visiting Waterstones Book Shop on Friday 2nd March where families can join a story 

session and spend your book token.  

Sharing Stories  

Blue and Green rooms will be Sharing Stories during the weeks beginning 5th and 

12th March. Come along to these fun story and activity sessions and receive your 

FREE book! Our story this term is “Oh Dear” by Rod Campbell.  

Sunday 18th – Friday 23rd March: Healthy Living Week  

Lots of exciting activities will be taking place during the week including a swimming session, 

pamper night and Sports Relief. 

Sunday 18th March 1.30 – 3.00: Swimming at Bowling Baths  

Book at reception for a special swimming session for mums and 

children under 8. 

Thursday 22nd March 6.00 – 8.00: Parents’ Pamper Night  

Book at reception for this popular event – please book soon to be sure of a place. Only 

£5 per person. 

Monday 19th March 9.00 – 11.00: Parents Together   

Join our regular get together for parents. All welcome. 

Rhyme Challenge   

During the week beginning 26th March, children in all our rooms will be 

learning five rhymes each day. If they learn all five, they will get a certificate. 

Holiday dates 

Nursery will close for the Easter holiday on Thursday 29th March and re-open on Monday 16th 

April. Our extended provision (childcare) and the children’s centre will be closed on Good Friday 

30th March and Easter Monday 2nd April. All holiday dates are on the website 

www.stedmundsbradford.org.uk in the information section. 

http://www.stedmundsbradford.org.uk/


 News from Birth to 2s 

We would like to welcome Hashim to the Baby Room and 

say “Happy Birthday” to Dylan who has just turned 1! 

Also - we would like to share the exciting news that Adam 

and Lochlan have both started walking independently - 

well done both of you! 

We will, as always be planning what we do in the Baby 

Room around children’s interests. Please let us know if 

there is anything that your child has enjoyed doing at 

home so that we can build on these experiences at 

nursery. 

As the seasons begin to change, remember to look out for 

the signs of Spring. Snowdrops and crocuses are 

beginning to bloom and the weather is different every day. 

Take your child out for a walk and talk about all the 

different things you can see, feel, smell and touch. 

Please remember to bring in some nappy cream for your 

child so that we can apply it as necessary whilst they’re at 

nursery. 

 

News from Red and Yellow Classes 

This half term in Red and Yellow class we are continuing to explore 

traditional tales. The children really enjoyed reading The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff and are making bridges and acting out this story inside 

and outside. Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Sharing 

Stories session about this book. We have been sharing lots of 

traditional tales with the children, such as Little Red Riding Hood, the 

Three Little Pigs and Goldilocks and The Three Bears. Children and 

staff have been acting out these stories and we have been using 

puppets or small characters and reading the books to explore many 

different ways to tell a story. 

 

We will move on to explore alternative 

tales such as Goldilocks and Just One 

Bear. We will be encouraging children to 

make up their own stories by using well 

known phrases, characters and settings. 

We would love you to make up stories with 

your children, maybe your child could 

climb a beanstalk and see what they can 

find at the top? Or they could go for a walk 

in a deep dark woods? 



News from Blue and Green Rooms 

A warm welcome to the new children that have started with us in 2-3s over the past few weeks; 

Iman, Abdul, Layla and Elena and also to a new member of staff, Sana Ahmed who is our new 

Apprentice in Green Room. We would also like to welcome Hawwa-Noor’s new baby sister and 

offer congratulations to the whole family!  

Our ‘Early Words Together at Two’ sessions have been well attended and really enjoyable for 

everyone involved. Thank you to all parents and children who have taken part already. These 

wonderful sessions that are run in association with The National Literacy Trust, will be continuing 

over this half term. 

We have also enjoyed getting out and about locally with small groups of children; shopping for our 

snack at Morrisons and visiting the Park for outdoor fun and games! The children who came in the 

half term holidays had a great time making pancakes. 

Our core story this half term in 2-3s is ‘Oh Dear’ by Rod 

Campbell. Sharing Stories sessions for parents/carers and 

children will be taking place on 5th and 12th March – it would be 

fantastic if everyone could come along. There will be a copy of the 

book for every child who attends with a parent/carer. 

Don’t forget, you can borrow books from our library whenever you 

like. Sharing a book with your child for a few minutes every day 

will make a real difference to their language development, 

learning and life chances. 

Spring is on its way and we will be observing new growth and life 

as it begins to appear. Why not take your child out and about, to 

the park or woods to look for and talk about the signs of Spring – crocus and snowdrops are 

already out and the daffodils are on their way. Very soon, lambs and chicks will start to be born – 

you could even plan a family day out to a farm like Hesketh or Ponderosa. 

A few reminders: 

 Please check your child’s basket to make sure we have spare clothes, wipes and nappies. 

 If your child has borrowed any clothes from Nursery, please make sure that you bring them 

back as soon as possible. 

 And finally - please write your child’s name clearly in their coats and hats. 

  



News from the Children’s Centre 
Isma (our Community Engagement Worker) has now left to go on maternity leave; we wish her all the best. 

Aaliyah has now joined the team to replace Isma.. 

Last week we had some fun-packed holiday that included making slime, creating valentine cards and doing 

handprints in clay. Our holiday activities are often for children age 0 – 8, information about what’s on at 

Easter coming soon. 

 

  

We had a ball of time at our Family Saturday with over 60 children attending our Masquerade Ball. Children 

and parents enjoyed making their own masquerade masks, getting glitter tattoos and getting involved in all 

of the party games like corners, musical statues and limbo dancing. 

Term-time timetable: 
 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Morning  

9.00 - 11.00 
Outreach 

Stay & Play (0 - 4) 

Midwife Clinic  
Outreach  

Adult learning 

course & crèche  

Advice Clinic  

9.30 - 11.00 

Sharing Together  

Portage Group 

Afternoon 

1.00 - 3.00 

Adult learning 

course with crèche  

Course for parents 

with crèche  

EU Advice Clinic  

Baby Stay & Play  

(Under 2s) 

Health Visitor Clinic 

EU Advice Clinic 

Outreach 
Stay & Play (0 - 4) 

Baby Massage  

Outreach 

 

If you would like to talk to a member of the children’s centre team please ask at reception, or call 01274 

544922.  

Dads’ Club All dads, uncles, grandads, stepdads welcome! 
  

Saturday 24th February 11.00 - 1.00 

Baking at Allerton Children’s centre, Avenel Rd, BD15 7PQ (at the back of Ley Top 

Primary School). Let’s get our baker’s hats on and make a delicious treat. 

  

Saturday 24th March 11.00 - 1.00  

Mixed Sports Session at Princeville Children’s Centre, Princeville St BD7 2AG (at 

the back of Princeville Primary School). A variety of different sports activity including cricket, 

football and basketball. Join us for a fun and physical day.   

All sessions cost 50p per family. Call 01274 544922 for more information. 


